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THE  INDIANS  OF  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 


A  Briek  Rkview  ok  thkir  Probau^b  Origin,  History  and  Customs. 
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^nt^i^ 


(By  J.  W.  Mackav.  ) 

K  liiid  that  in  several  iiii])ortant  particular^  these  Indians  differ  widely 
from  the  race  so  often  described  by  authors  and  travellers  as  the 
tvpical  North  American  Indian. 

rile  changes  consequent  on  the  opening  of  the  coimtry  for  sell  le- 
nient have  largely  moditied  their  circumstances    and    habits,    but    in 
their  ])ristine  condition  they  mostly  lived    in     large     communities     on 
and  near  the  sea  coast,  depending  mainly   on    the    jiroducts   of   tlie.r 
hsheries   for   their   sustenance.      Their   abodes    were  substantially   built  of  wooden 
dwellings,  and  they  were  industrious,  active  and  keen  traders,     .\lthough  tliev  luid 
freiiuent  forays  and  occasional  wars,  they  seldom  entered  (jn  these   from   motives 
(jf  bravado  and  rarely  took  .scalps;  but  for  mercenary 
I)uri)()scs  they   took   all   the  captives   p(jssible,   whom  ,,«^ 

tiiey  sold  as  slaves,  and  many  of  them  by  such  means 
amassed  considerable  wealth  in  kind.  When  the\ 
made  a  successful  foray  for  revenge  they  decapitated 
their  victims  and  brought  the  heads  home  as  trophies. 
."Sometimes,  howexer.  they  were  unsuccessful,  in 
which  event  some  of  the  attacking  ])arty  would  be 
brought  home  without  their  heads,  as  happened  'n 
tile  case  of  the  .'^ooke  chief,  in  i84,S,  who  led  a  strong 
.'irmed  parly  to  attack  iVu-hay-hun.  a  Ouamiciian 
chief.  The  attacking  party  numbered  about  150 
armed  men.  com|)rised  of  contingents  from  the  .^ooke, 
.Songhees.  Cialam  and  Skatchet  bands.  Tsii-!iay-Iani 
was  at  tin  time  Ii\iiig  at  liis  stronghold  on  a  rocky 
|)oiiit  wliich  juts  into  louichan  P>ay  with  a  garrisf)n 
of  six  men  ))esides  himself.  Tiie  attacking  part\- 
landed  at  night  and  surrounded  his  ])reniises.  The 
.Sooke  chief  w\m\  ;i  \oung  .'songhees  brave,  both  armed 
;iiid  carrying  material  for  setting  Tsu-hay-lani's  (lali- 
sa(k>  on  tire,  had  ne.nrly  succeeded  in  igniting  the 
material,  when  one  of  the  main  party  displaced  a 
stone  on  the  iiillside  at  the  back  of  Tsu-hay-lam's  ei  - 
closure,  and  the  stone  rolling  di)wn  made  noise 
enough  to  disturb  the  garrison,  one  of  whom  ven- 
tured to  reconnoitre  the  enemy  through  a  loop-hole, 
lie  was  just  in  time  to  see  the  Sooke  chief  blow  thv 
smoulderiiifr  embers  of  sil-tsij),  or  friction  stick,  into 
Jiames  and  shot  the  incendiary  instanter,  inortallv 
wounding  him.  Tsu-hay-lam  iiromotlv  sortied  .-mkI 
cut  tin-  dyiny  man's  head  ofT.  Tie  then  hailed  his  now 
.darnied  and  fleeing  as>;ailants  and  intimated  to  thi'"i 
that  they  were  at  liberty  to  take  away  with  them  what 
was  left  of  the  slain  warrior. 

it  lias  been  nuiitioned  tliat  some  of  the  Indians  in 
former  davs  amassed  considerable  wealth  b\  trading 
and  by  selling  into  slavery  the  captives  taken  in  their 
forays  on  tlieir  neighbours.  In  those  times  the  Iii- 
(iians  were  largely  coimmniists  within  tlie  circle  if 
eaeii    band,    and    but     for    a    habit,    which     I     shall 
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discrihc,  any  person  hoMhqj;  mow  than 
tlic  ordinary  (|nantity  of  pr*y\x:ny  ua« 
lialilc  to  !x-  ftjne«l  u,  <iivi«lc  with  lii-i 
neighbours,  or  he  mijd«  tje  killed  anrl  his 
l)roi)erly  wonM  tlicn  !m.-  af»f»r'>|>riatfd  l)y 
his  slayers.  l»nt  imdtr  aVjtijj-f^tahlished 
hal)it  thi-  wcaliliy  Jndian  i>erio«hcally 
dividi'd  his  surplus  wtallh.  He  would 
collect  larj^c-  (juanliik-*  "ti  iVkxI.  inviti' 
his  friends  and  acijuainlaji'-i'-i  from  other 
bands,  fjive  a  frrtsil  '•  -■  md  thereat 
distribute  his  yoods.  as...  -  .,;taels  to  his 
assend)led  {.quests.     At  th«x-  assemblies 


C'omiakans,  from  Cowiehan.  and  ."^nsli- 
waps,  from  Kainioops.  Dnrini;  the  feast 
a  ilisturbanee  took  place  with  two 
bands  who  had  a  lonj.(-stan(linj;  fend  be- 
tween them,  which  now  culminated 
and  ended  in  a  ti},dit.  in  the  melee  liie 
("owichai.s  and  .^ushwajjs  decamped; 
but  an  excited  youufj  Sushwai)  got  into 
a  (  iiniiakan  canoe  and  was  some  di>- 
tance  off  ^liore.  sweeping  down  the 
swift  I'raser  before  the  mistake  was  dis- 
covert-d.  The  ("oiniakans,  expictint,'-  the 
chief,   su},fi^es1i'(l   thmwinj,;   tiie   stranj^jer 


i^a^avr-; 


kC 


Xdinmpeit  VnncDiivcr  l-lmul  hulians,  in  Ihf  sixtirs. 


there  was  much  cerein'  -  'f;i-rin,vj  and 
S])Cech-makinf,r;  muclj  ■  :■  r-aruc  beint;' 
attached  to  such  fmictjifjin*,  anrl  the  In- 
dians looked  for\\ar<3  lo  atltnflirjj  them 
with  great  eagerness.  i.<jpinnifiiimes  travel- 
ling several  hundred  mik-^  v>  reach  the 
objective  point.  .\]*imt  the  beginnii'.g 
of  this  century  the  chief  at  Lytton  gavj 
a  feast  of  this  kincL  to  which  Indians 
from  all  p.nts  <jf  tin-  j  -'jvincc.  -rn-.i^mg 
dialects  of  the  so-called  Salli*h  language, 
were     inviteo.       Arming      them     were 


overboard,  but  the  chief  proposeil  mak- 
ing a  slave  oi  him.  His  daughter  ob- 
jected, however,  and  her  father  sarcas- 
lieally  remarked  that  perhaps  she  would 
like  the  .^^nshwa])  stranger  to  be  iier  hus- 
band. She  ac(|niesced  to  the  pro|)osal 
and  the  matter  was  thus  arranged  to  tlie 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  The  eldest 
son  of  tile  ha])py  couple  was  chief  of  the 
C'omiakan  band  until  he  died  a  few 
years  ago.  The  property  divided  at 
these  meetings  had  to  be  variously  ac- 
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counted  for.  Articles  flistribiitcd  to  the 
indipfeiit.  old.  and  alllictcd  were  p[ivcn 
gratis;  articles  distributed  to  the  com- 
inotialty  were  expected  U,  he  recouped 
hy  service  when  hereafter  required  U) 
the  value  of  the  proi)erty  given,  with  ni- 
terest  added:  articles  givm   to  persons 


'   jr-.^f*- 


^,vJ-.:^'^^«*i,ii 


A  groupuf  VirtDriii  lii(U>in». 

of  consecpience  were  to  he  repaid  hy 
property  of  e(|ual  value,  plus  interest, 
which  would  he  reckoned  according  lo 
the  length  of  time  occui)ied  hy  the  re- 
cipient in  reimbursing  the  donor.  It 
will  thus  ai)pear  that  this  distril)ution 
of  property  was  of  great  im])()rtance  to 
IiKhans  of  all  classes,  as  it  not  onlv 
altected    them   socially    tendiiig   to   cn- 


MakiiiK  Oolftclmii  (iruasc,  Niias  KiviT. 

large  their  ideas  by  the  opportuniti'js 
afforded  for  the  interchange  of  informa- 
tion, hut  was  really  the  foundation  of 
their  fiscal  system  and  had  a  ])rimary 
inllucnce  in  directing  their  intertrib.il 
policy. 

The   several   dialects   spoken    by    the 


linlians  of  this  I'rovince  would  a])pear 
to  be  derived  from  tiiree  distinct  lan- 
guages, to  wliicli  writers  on  the  sub- 
ject, from  want  of  more  appropriate 
terms,  have  given  the  s<<mewliat  .iri)i- 
trary  names  of  the  Salisii  Kuak-yohl 
and  Tinneh  languages,  .\dded  to  these 
is  the  llaidah.  a  fourth  and  distinct 
language,  of  which  only  one  diidect  ex- 
ists. .\11  the  Indians  s])eaking  dialects 
of  these  languages  hold  traditions  to  the 
etTect  that  they  pushed  their  way  from 
the  north  soiuhward,  the  linneli  In- 
dians, whose  congeners  are  still  to  be 
found  in  the  \'ukon  and  .Mackenzie  val- 
leys, being  the  last  migration.  Their 
legends  i)oint  to  their  having  |)artly 
destroyed  and  i)artly  intermarried  witli 
tril)es  who  had  occupied  the  country  be- 
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fore  them,  and  whose  very  names  are 
now  nearly  wholly  forgotten.  The  con- 
se(|uence  of  there  intermarriages  is 
shewn  in  the  wonderful  motlifications 
which  their  original  languages  have 
sustained,  changes  being  observed  'u 
the  words  usetl  by  bands  who  are  near 
neighbours.  .V  remarkable  instance  of 
the  comparatively  short  period  in  which 
an  Indian  language  may  be  lost  is  ex- 
hibited in  the  case  of  tlie  Similkameen 
band  of  Indians,  .\boui  one  hundred 
and  twenty  years  ago  a  party  of  Chil- 
cotins.  mostly  young  men  with  their 
wives  but  no  children,  left  their  country 
on  the  war-])ath  against  the  Sushwaps 
of  the  Bonapare  (Tluhtans).  On  their 
arrival   at    Thiht.ins   thev   found   no   Tn- 
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dians.     The    sahmm    !>rast>ii    had    Iwvu 
earlier    than    nsnal    and    the    Snsluvaps 
liad  left  for  their  tishinj;  j^ronnds  on  the 
Iraser  at  the  foot  of  I'avdion  Mountain, 
lindin},'  no   Indians  the  C'hilolin^,  who 
were  strangers  to  the  Ideality,  inuij^ine.l 
that  they  had  not  gone  iar  eiiouf^jh.  1  hey 
conseqneiuly   extended    their   excursion 
down  the  Thonipson  and  encamped  op- 
posite the  niunth  of  the  Xieola.  near  tlii' 
present  site  of  Spence's  bridge  on  the 
Thompson  River.     In  the  meantime  tli^ 
Sushwaps  hearing  of  the  raid  sent  scouts 
on   their   trail,    followed     by     the     main 
body    of   their    armed    men,    down    the 
'I'hompson   to  the  encampment   of  the 
raiders.  The  X-hla  K-i])m-uhs,  of  Lyttoi, 
who  arc  friends  of  the  .Sushwaps,  came 
up  the  Thompson  to  their  assistance  at 
the    same    time,     'ihc    Chilcotins    were 
then  between  two  armed  forces  o'  ene- 
mies   with    inaccessible     mountains    be- 
hind them  and  the  swift  Thompson   in 
front.     Their  enemies  delayed  tlie  final 
attack  until  riitjht;  but  as  soon  as  it  was 
dark   the    Chilcotins    tied    their    bow- 
strings  to   the   top   knots   of  their   hair 
and    swam    the    river,    landing'    on    the 
other  side  thereof  before  their  t'nemies 
were  aware  of  their  movements.     They 
now   stnmg-  their  bows    and    ])repared 
for   battle,   but    their   op|)onents    wouhl 
not  attack  them  at  sucli  disadavantagt. . 
Under  cover  oi  the  night  they  moved  up 
the  river  and  then  crosseil  over.      Thi-; 
delay   gave  the    t'hilcotins    the    oppoi- 
tunity  of  moving  away  from  them,  and 
they    retreated    southward,    keeping    iip 
a  running  hght   for  sev.-ral  days,   unril 
they    reached    the    .Mlison    fork    of   the 
Similkameen.    where,    in   a    defde,    they 
ambushed   their   pursuers   and   defeated 
thcni  with  great  slaughter.     There  were 
no   inhabitants    in    the    I'pl'<^'i-   Similka- 
meen \  alley  .-'t  that  time  and  they  held 
their  own  there  through  the  winter.     In 
the   spring  they   made    conunon    cause 
with     the      (^kanagans       (Tkanakane^ 
against     the     two     tribes     above     men- 
tioned.      After    a    successhd     raid,   the 
Sushwaps  were  driven  from  tin-  (  )kana- 
gan    (Ukanakane)     valley,     which    they 
had  occupied  as  far  .south  as  the   Mis- 
sion.    Then  at    Mission  on  the  (  )kana- 
gan    Lake   the    Chilcotins   and    Ckana- 
kanes  made  a  treaty.  otTensive  and  de- 
fensive.    They  exchanged  wives,  and  in 


three  generations  the  (..hilcMtin  dialect 
was  lost  to  the  now  named  .Siiuil-a-ka- 
nuili,  who  speak  the  C-ka-na-kaiio  dia- 
lect, there  being  only  two  or  three  of 
the  old  men  of  the  second  gtneratiou 
from  the  raiders  who  know  a  lew  words 
of  the  Cliileotin  dialect. 

The  llaidah  band  is  uni(|ue  amongst 
the  I  i.e.  Indians  as  reg.ards  tlieir  lan- 
guage, as  tiure  does  not  a|)|)ear  to  be 
any  atVinity  b-.  tween  it  and  the  dialects 
of  the  other  tribes.  .Some  of  their 
words  are  said  to  l)e  of  the  same  sound 
and  signiiieation  with  words  in  sonic 
Japanese  dialects,  and  there  may 
i)e  foundation  for  the  contention. 
Since  this  Coast  has  been  fre(|uented  by 
white  traders,  tliree  junks,  manned  by 
Japanese  crews,  have  been  wrecked  be- 
tween X'ictoria  and  the  nu)Uth  of  C"ol- 
umbia  Kiver.  'i'lie  last  wreck  of  this  kind 
occurred  in  1S3S,  when  the  "Carib- 
l)e.m."  an  English  vessel  from  San 
I'lancisco.  consigned  to  the  Hudson's 
liay  Comjiany  at  \'ictoria.  and  laden 
with  provisions,  ])icked  up  the  Japanese 
crew  of  a  water-logged  junk  off 
the  coast  near  (iray's  Harbour. 
The  crew,  seven  in  number,  were,  at 
E.s(|uimalt  Harbour,  iiuule  to  stand  in 
lino  with  the  llaidah  crew-  of  a  canoe 
on  tiie  quarter-deck  of  the  "Caribbean," 
and  as  they  were  all  costumed  ;dike, 
there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  })hysical 
difference  between  the  members  of  the 
two  races  under  examination. 

The  liaidahs  may  be  the  des- 
cendants of  Ja])anese  shipwrecked 
sail  >rs  and  women  of  the  so-calleil 
Tiinkeet  race  iniiabiting  Alaska.  The 
Haidahs  are  found  on  the  r)ucen  Char- 
lotte groui)  of  Islands  in  li.C.  and  it 
i'rince  of  U'ales  Island  in  .\laska.  The 
llaidah  and  their  neighbours,  the 
Tsiinpsians.  who  are  of  Tinneh  origin, 
made  neat  and  highly  character- 
istic carvings  in  wockI.  ivory  and 
stone.  Silver  and  gold  bracelets 
and  bangles  were  also  engraved 
by  them  for  their  own  uses  an<l 
for  sale  to  curiosity  hunters.  Their  to- 
tem (Indian  Tua-tame'i  poles  are  cur- 
ious as  reitresenting  their  family  pedi- 
gree for  several  generations,  the  con- 
necting links  of  history  being  given  or- 
ally by  the  historian  of  the  sept  con- 
cerned, who  is  usuallv  an  elderlv  uncle 
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(If  other  near  ivlativc  to  xhv  luad  of  tli/ 
house. 

A  few  words  ill  explanation  of  tlie 
ai)|»liealion  of  tlu-  so-ralUd  to-tiins  may 
not  here  l)i  out  of  place.  Much  ur- 
iu'cessar\  ohscnrity  lias  been  thrown  m 
the  meaning  of  Imliaii  leyeiids  which 
have  bccMi  rendered  into  the  cultivated 
toiitrues,  owiiii,'  to  the  translations  hav- 
ing'; been  iikkU-  literally,  uivini;  no  con- 
sideration to  the  construction  and  idioms 
of  the  Iiulian  laiij;najje.  \ Ocabnlaries 
of  Indian  words  mav  readiiv  be  obtained, 


slates  that  a  crow  married  a  woman 
(who>.e  name  is  iirobably  not  j^dveii)  and 
had  proj^eny  who  became  di^tiiiynished 
for  certain  attributes,  he  means  that 
some  chief  or  otlur  Indian,  tin  crest  of 
whose  famil\  or  sept  represented  a 
crow,  ma'ried  so  and  so,  and  so  on.  .\s 
lo  intermarriages  of  Indians  with  bears, 
wdlve.s.  foxes  ;ind  other  impossible  and 
nnnalnnd  marital  connections,  an  aji- 
preciation  of  this  fact  would  render  in- 
ti'lli};ible  and  intere^tinJ4;  many  traushi- 
lious  of  thesi'  lej^'euds,  which  otherwise 


Toti'iiis  at  sklileBiilc. 


although  the  spellinj^  and  iirommciation 
tjf  such  is  usually  very  defective,  but  it 
takes  years  of  study  and  practice  to  en- 
able the  stranijer  to  apjdy  Indian  words 
idiomatically  and  to  j,^ive  their  true 
meanintc  wliiii  used  in  sentences,  and 
no  narratives  can  be  iiinre  untrustworthy 
than  are  Indian  le).^i'nds  which  have 
been  rendered  literally  into  writ- 
ten lauijjuuj^es  by  indifferent  translator.-. 
When  an  Indian  narrator,  folhnvin^  the 
words  of  a  lejj^end  as  repeated  to  him. 


a]>i)ear  nonsensical  ami  unnatural,  llu' 
construction  of  all  the  Indian  dialects 
in  this  Province  differs  totally  from  that 
of  ans  of  the  inodein  cultivated  lan- 
^ua^es.  Literal  translations  are  there- 
fore impracticable  in  the  way  of 
coiiveyiii);  the  tense  intended.  The 
translator  to  be  successhil  must 
understand  the  idiuii; 
then 


thnpiu^hly 

of    the     dialect     he     is     treatinj. 


he   may    by     i)araphrasin!.j   the     subject 
matter   from   the    Indian   into  the  ctilti- 
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vatcil  l;iiipiia^,u-  siiooocil  I'li  Cdiui-vinj^;  to 
llif  iniinl  III  llu'  nadi  r  i»r  lifanr  llu-  siili 
stance  tlurmf. 

I  he  imiMiitanl  lu'isuiiai^fc  Uiiuwn  is 
llu-  Indian  Doctor  or  .Nlcilicinc  Man 
u.is  ccrtainl)  not  a  dnclor  in  tiic  iirojirr 
.-disc  of  till-  Irrni,  nnle>s  i»\  >trainni^f 
tiic  application  of  the  lUic  Ik-  niiyht  be 
called  a  Doctor  of  |)iipiieily.  as  he  cer- 
tainly was  till'  'lU'aniation  of  diception. 
lie  neither  used  nor  applied  ini'diciiies, 
and  therefore  conld  not  properly  \>r 
called  a  medicine  man.     Mis  method  ot 


least  $,v>.  i  he  yonnp  men  heforc  paviiif; 
the  fee  a|)plied  to  (hirf  John  Silheetsa. 
lor  advice.  After  sileiitls  consider- 
ing,' till'  subject  for  a  few  minutes  he  told 
the  youujj  men  that  he  was  of  opinion 
that  ther<>  witc  already  liars  enough  in 
the  hand  for  all  practical  jiurposes  and 
advisi'd  thcni  to  turn  their  attention  tn 
some  subject  that  in  the  advancius.'  cir- 
emiislances  of  'he  band  would  probably 
])rov<'  of  luon  lastiut,'  benelit  to  them, 
it  bi'ing.  moreover,  very  unlila'ly  that 
Ihi     Indians    uoidd    much    lonijer    sub- 


Mtiiiliniisctt  liiiliiiiis,  Bt  KofiiKe  Cove,  Vniirniivur  Islaiul. 
(Kri)in  a  i>li(iluj;rHi>li  takiii  in  the  .sixties.) 


curing  consisted  in  tittering  protracted 
hitwls  and  making  violent  gesticulation- 
and  contortions  of  his  body  over  his 
prostrate  patient.  There  are  compara- 
tively few  of  his  faculty  now  in  exist- 
ence. .\  few  years  ago  E-cha-hau,  the 
Indian  doctor  of  the  Spahamin  band 
offered  to  teach  two  of  his  nephews  tii" 
secrets  of  his  profession,  provided  thev 
each  paid  liim  Sux),  he  also  wanted 
from  each  of  them  a  retaining  fee  of  one 
good     saddle     horse, .  to    be    worth     it 


mit  to  being  deceived  by  such  false  pre- 
tenses as  are  exhibited  by  the  riulian 
doctor.  The  Indians  know  of  herbs 
found  in  tiie  country  which  have  valu- 
able medicinal  etfects.  and  it  wcjuld  ap- 
pear important  that  these  remedies  b" 
encpiired  into  and  their  properties,  if 
valuable,   scientiticallv   demonstrated. 

.Many  of  the  Coast  lndi;iiis  are  good 
workers  in  wood.  Their  canoes  are 
cai)acious  and  well  modelled,  and  as 
Iiand-power    craft      they     attain      great 
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spti'd    in    |iiu]>(irli(iii    t<>   tluir    ranviiig 
(.apacit}. 

'\'\\v  \'>.(  .  Indians  all  hiliivrd  in  a 
Snpii'inr  Ueinj;.  tlu-  (.  rialor  <if  tlu-  Ini- 
vcrsc.  Invi>il)lr,  (  •inniscii-ni  and  <  Mnni- 
prc'scMit,  lull  ni'i^ilv  (|Mii>iiiit.  i.r.,  at 
ri'st,  and  (iiil\  in  liinrs  i>f  im-umpri'lu'ii 
sil)li'  dan^ir  was  this  j;r<.'al  l)rin;^  nm 
sidiTi'd  by  llu'in.  I". very  luiality  liad  ils 
good  or  had  spirit.  I  ln-so  wc-r*.'  tlio  con- 
slant  ol)ji'its  of  ilii-  Indian's  fears  ur 
favours  as  tin-  case-  !ni},dit  he.  Some 
twonly-thrce  or  twi-nty-foiir  years  a>;o 
the  writer  when  half  way  thront^h  the 
Stikine  (  an\()n  and  at  the  most  ilan- 
j^enuis  part,  in  a  eanoe  with  a  erew  of 
Stikine  Indians,  was  delayed  ahout  tif- 
tcen  iniinites.  lioldiny^  on  to  tlu    mckv 


!k^^^ 


Indian  lohiinie,  ijiicc'ii  Cliarliitlc  Islnml. 

walls  of  the  t:;or,L;e,  on  aecoum  of  a  sud- 
den darkness  caused,  on  a  clonil\  day, 
by  a  total  eclii>se  of  the  smi.  During 
that  interval  the  Indian  crew  howeil 
their  heads  and  prayed  contimialK. 
The  phenomenon  was  he\ond  tluir 
comprehension,  and  they  ajipialed  to 
the  Great  and  Good  Father  of  All  for 
help.  On  another  occasion,  witli  a  crew 
of  Cape  Vn\  Indians,  the  writer  on  the 
way  from  \\'ranp:cl  to  Port  Simpson, 
had  taken  the  inside  chamu'l  hetween 
Wranpfel  Island  and  the  .Mainland,  anil 
when  o])ening  o\it  the  loni,^  reach  which 
leads  to  Cape  Spencer  the  sea  aiipearcd 
smooth,  the  weather  hcinjj^  calm,  with 
a    contrarv    tide.      The    st.'crsman    of 


the  crew  was  a  "\\  iiiil  .Maker,"  and  was 
asked  to  invoke  the  Sjjirit  of  the  local- 
ity lor  a  fair  wind,  lie  remained  silent 
for  a  feu  niiimles  and  then  steered  for  a 
half-tide  rock  which  was  just  awash, 
there  hein';  a  ;;entle  ^\\ell  on.  When 
luarinj^  tlu  rock  he  iitleretl  s....ie 
words  of  incantation  and  then  the  crew 
each  threw  an  otTi-riii),''  thereon — some 
tobacco,  bread,  an  old  hat,  and  other 
articles.  The  "Wind  .Maker"  next 
struck  the  rock  thrie  times  with  his 
])addle,  ulteruif,'  the  while  some  stranj,'e 
words,  riu'  crew  splashed  the  water 
with  then-  paddles  in  the  <lirection  in 
which  lluy  wanted  the  wind  to  blow, 
and  immeiliately  a  )j;eiitle  zo])hyr  rip- 
pled the  water.     The  wind  steadilv  in- 


Inrllnn  Mnrv,  Ma-^sott.  II  C. 

creased  and  in  ten  minutes  the  crew 
ciasi'd  paddliny  and  sat  in  the  l)t)ttom 
of  the  canue  for  ballast.  The  wind  blew 
steadily  until  Cape  S])encer  was 
reached,  the  distance  beinijf  from  t'lftei n 
lo  twenty  miles.  (  )n  iiupiiry  it  transpired 
that  the  "Wind  .Maker"  did  not  under- 
stand the  meaning-  of  the  words  he  used, 
they  were  to  him  empty  sounds  of 
mighty  import. 

The  Tntlians  possessed  woollv  dogs, 
who  were  periodically  sheared,  their 
wool  beintr  spun  by  distaff  and  woven  bv 
hand  into  blankets.  The  mountain  goat 
wool  was  used  for  tlu'  same  ]iiirpose. 
The  inner  bark  of  tlu'  yellow  ctdar  was 
alsf)  ma<U'   into  a    soft,     warm    blanket. 
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which  was  MHiuliiiu's  friiii^id  wiili  liir 
by  way  (if  iiriiaiiu'iii.  I'liit  Htilr  i-loth- 
iii(;  was  Worn  in  warm  wiathrr,  ihr  iia'ii 
lii(|miitl\  ;^'>iii;;  iiaUi<i.  Mu\  iiiadi' 
wali'ipinnf  iiats  and  waliTiiiiMif  \cssrU 
1)1  till'  riiut>  (it  thi'  lilai'U  siniuf,  and  also 
a  l)lacl<  (Ivr  (il  niasti'd  in  mi  iiyritrs 
Ixiih'd  with  aldrr  liail<.  N'rlldw  and  ird 
(Im's  wrrc  olitainid  fnmi  nalisi  jilants. 
Tlie  ln(hans  used  to  paint  piclnns  di' 
faces,  caiidcs  and  ti>,'urc>  (Hi  the  < niter 
walls  III  tlu-ir  dwcllin^,'s  with  red  ochre, 
'i'hev   jiainti'd  tlu'ir  \;.c^'^  also  with   wr- 


ol  native  nettle,  a  plant  coinniiMily 
known  as  liie  tireweed,  and  Irum  the 
lihre  of  the  iinier  hark  of  the  red  and 
yellow  cedars.  I'he  Utu^i  llexihle  stem 
(il  the  I'onnnon  kilp  was  aUo  nsed  for 
hshing  lines;  the  iinier  hark  of  tlie  wd- 
low  was  n^'d  for  sirapiiing  stones  for 
sinkers  in  deep->ea  lishint.;.  Some  wil- 
|(iw>  yiilded  a  stron^ir  and  much  nior".; 
pliahle  hhr  •  th.an  others,  the  present  site 
ol  \  ictoria.  particularly  th.i!  portion 
which  lies  hetueen  Wharf  ;  nd  1  )oU!.;las 
Siret't  :ind  in  lh>    ncij^dd'  'i.rlio'id  "i  tlie 


'^-X'.. 


%. 

^ 


^ 


liiiliHii  'l'ypi'> 


million,  copper  oxide,  cop])er  carhonali', 
mol\I)demmi  sulphide.  ;md  with  fine- 
ly jiuheri/ed  iron  fiance  and  hydrated 
u'on  o.xide.  These  colours  wert'  also 
applied  as  i)igments  to  their  ornaments 
an<l  dwellings.  They  hoiled  water  by 
means  of  heati'd  stones  ])hmL;ed  into 
water  held  in  tiie  water-ti.i^lu  huckets 
ahove  mentioned.  They  produced  lire 
by  the  friction  of  one  piece  of  wood  on 
another.  Thev  macU'  twine  for  hsliint^ 
lines  and  nets  from  the  fibre  of  a  si)ecies 


junction  of  Cook  .'street  and  I'elciur 
.direct,  yielded  a  willow  with  \ery  slronj.;' 
tiiire,  iience  the  Indian  name  for  the  city 
of  \  ictijria  is  l\u-sin:',-ay-las,  meanin!.i- 
the  place  of  the  stronj^-  hi)re. 

The  Tamanawas  dance — their  ,t;Teat 
winter  function — was  a  hideous  exhibi- 
tion witli  no  redeeming;  featme  to  re- 
connncnd  it,  excepting;  in  the  case  of 
some  of  the  more  advanced  Indians, 
who,  by  '-lever  jugijlerx  and  sle:'.;ht  of 
hand,  deceived  even  the  more  knowini;" 
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ones  amongst  the  Indians,  and  certainly 
made  it  appear  to  the  new-comers  from 
abroad  that  the  evil  on'?  was  either  pre- 
sent or  was  very  closely  connected  with 
the  exhibition.  The  ceremonies  involved 
an  attempt  at  initiation  into  some  my- 
stery named  Tamana-was  amongst 
the  Songhees  and  Cowichan  speak- 
ing bands,  but  beyond  deceiving 
themselves  and  deceiving  others  the  ini- 
tiated learned  nothing,  saw  nothing 
and  heard  nothing  more    extraordinary 


colic  properties,  and  was  smoked  and 
otherwise  u^ed  as  tobacco,  its  name  be- 
ing that  now  applied  to  imported  to- 
bacco. It  is  not  certain  when  potatoes 
were  introduced  amongst  them,  but  as 
they  have  a  native  name  for  the  vege- 
table it  is  probable  that  they  may  have 
obtained  the  plant  from  the  south  be- 
fore the  white  man  made  his  apjjear- 
ance.  The  kamas  and  other  roots, 
bulbous  and  tuberous,  were  also  exten- 
sively  used   by   them   as   food.        They 


CUilarin  (old  mnn)  and  Tol  Kainault  (old  woman)  of  Somcnos  Indian  Village— both  over  100  years  of  age. 
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than  their  own  howling.  They  experi- 
enced a  feeling  of  ecstasy  for  a  sh(jrt 
time,  more  or  le.is  intense,  according  to 
the  condition  of  their  nervous  system; 
this  being  induced  partly  by  their  wish 
to  be  so  affected  and  partly  by  hypnotic 
influences  produced  by  the  howling, 
drumming  and  other  proceedings  to 
which  they  were  exposed  from  day  to 
day  during  the  progress  of  the  function. 
In  some  parts  of  the  Province  the  In- 
dians cultivated  a  plant  which  had  nar- 


trapi)e(l  deer  and  bear  and  caught 
llu-m  in  pits,  and  hunted  the  seal, 
killing  them  with  bow  and  ar- 
row and  spear;  they  harpooned  the 
whale  and  netted  ducks  and  geese, 
thus  their  time  was  fully  occupied  in 
hunting,  fishing,  fighting  and  trading. 
As  they  did  not  wear  inucii  clothing 
they  spent  little  time  and  means  on  the 
fashions,  though  the  painting  of  their 
laces  and  bodies  was  sometimes  an 
elaborate  operation,  but  was  only  done 


have 
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in  times  of  leisure,  after  a  return  fro..^. 
a  foray  and  when  tiie  larder  had  been 
well  replenished. 

The  probable  origin  of  the  I  laidah 
race  has  already  been  given.  The 
Kuakyohl,  Salisli  and  Tinneh  races 
probal)ly  came  from  the  contin- 
ent nf  Asia  by  wav  of  the  north- 
ern portion  of  Behring-  Sea,  crossing 
from  Asia  to  St.  Lawrence  Island,  and 
thence  to  the  nearest  point  on  the  coa.-t 
of  this  continent,  thence  they  i)rol)ably 
ascended  the  Yukon  and  tributary  val- 
leys and  extended  southwanls  and 
eastward,  fi)llnwing-  tlie  streams  to  and 
from  liie    several    water     sheds.       Th.e 


River.  The  Salish  border  the  Tinnehs 
in  the  north,  on  the  south  they  extend 
far  into  the  United  States  territories, 
and  in  British  Columbia  from  the  Rockv 
Mountains  to  the  shores  of  the  Gulf  of 
Georgia.  Three  bands  of  Salish  tre 
found  on  Dean's  Canal,  and  at  North 
and  .South  Ikntick  Arm  they  appear  to 
have  pushed  the  Kuakyohl  races  west- 
ward to  the  outer  sea  coast  on  the  Paci- 
fic Ocean.  In  this  part  of  the  Provinc-.' 
these  three  bands  of  Salish  are  separ- 
ated from  their  congeners  to  the  south 
by  the  Tinnehs  of  Chilcotin  and  kin- 
dred bands.  The  Kuakyohl  banrls  oc- 
cupy  the  country     beginning     a     little 


liKlinii  Passion  I'lay,  St.  Miirv's  .\rissii)ii 


Tinnehs  wrrc  tlie  last  migration,  tlieir 
:iililiated  bands  to  this  d;i\  covering  the 
nortliern  ]).)rtion  of  the  continent 
south  of  the  Inimits  (  I  ".ski  mo)  on  the 
coast  of  the  Arctic  (  )ce;,n  and  extend- 
ing froi.i  C  hesierfield  Inlet  on  the  east 
to  nearly  the  mouth  of  the  ^'ukon  in  the 
west.  Of  these  the  Chilcotin  and  kin- 
(]vi.(\  b.inds  reacii  (he  I'raser  I\i\er  as 
far  south  as  the  mouth  of  the  Cliilcolin 


nortli  of  Milbank  Sound  and  extending 
southward  innnediateh-  on  the  se^ 
coast  to  Campbell  River  on  the  east  side 
of  \'anconver  Island  to  Port  San  fuan, 
on  the  south  after  following  the 
whole  west  coast  of  thai  island: 
on  the  Mainland  they  reacli  to 
the  neigldiourhood  of  lUite  Inlet. 
There  are  evidences  tliat  other  races  oc- 
cupied   I'ritish    Cohnnbia    jirior   to   the 
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advent  ot  the  tribes  or  races  under  con- 
sideration, some  of  these  older  band.-, 
being  mound-builders;  but  so  far  nnii, 
ing  tangible  regarding  their  history  iias 
been  developed.  Much  active  intor-tribal 
intercourse  existed  amongst  the  B.C. 
Indians  before  the  white  man  discov- 
ered the  country.  Pee-la-ku-mu-Ui-uh. 
a  Spokane  chief  who  guided  the  two 
Canadian  hunters,  Finnan  McDonald 
and  Pierre  Lagace  from  11  ell's  Gate  in 
Masoula  to  Colvile,  about  the  bep-in- 
ning  of  this  century,  was  known  from 
Masoula,  in  Montana,  to  Lillooet,  in 
B.C.  He  was  slain  at  the  latter  place 
by  an  Indian  from  .\nderson  Lake. 
Marine  shells  are  found  in  old  Indian 
graves  as  far  into  the  interior  as  Kani- 
loops.  The  native  intercourse  between 
the  tribes  on  the  east  coast  of  Asia  and 
those  about  the  mouth  of  the  Yukon  by 
way  of  St.  Lawrence  Island  still  con- 
tinuer^,  parkies  (leather  shirts)  made  of 
the  "'in  of  the  tame  reindeer  bi'ing 
found  amongst  the  Indians  of  the  Yu- 
kon Valley  to  this  day. 

The  changes  in  habits  and  ideas  de- 
veloped amongst  the  Indians  conse- 
quent on  the  iuHux  of  civilized  people 
are  truly  remarkable.  Previous  to  that 
period  the  B.C.  Indian  on  the  Coast 
wore  little  clothing,  went  bare-footed, 
lived  in  dirty,  smoky,  ill-lighted,  ill- 
ventilated  dwellings,  and  any  Indian 
outside  of  his  band  might  be  his  enemy 
and  might  at  any  time  kill  him  or  sell 
him  into  slavery.  He  was  impos.?d  upon 
by  the  so-called  medicine  men.  who  in 
their  turn  were  liable  to  prompt  execu- 
tion if  an  mfluential  patient  died  whilst 
under  their  treatment.  He  was  haunted 
by  a  constant  drcail  of  evil  spirits  and 
was  fre(iuently  altlictcd  by  epidemics, 
under  which  diseases  hundreds  died. 
Now  he  and  his  family  are  well  clothed 
and  well  fed.  Many  of  our  Indians  to- 
day are  well-to-do  farmers.  Schools 
are  established  for  the  education  of  their 
children.  They  have  learned  to  culti- 
vate the  soil  with  great  success  where 
the  land  is  fertile;  they  own  cattle, 
horses,  sheep,  pigs  and  ])OuUry.  Their 
wives  dress  in  imported  fabrics  made 
into  garment?  by  themi,elves  on  sewing 
machines.  Many  of  them  live  in  frame 
built  houses,  well  warmed,  well  lighted 
and  well  ventilated.  They  travel  on  the 
])ublic  roads  in  spring  waggons,  and  in 


many  respects  exist  under  better  condi- 
tions than  do  the  poorer  people  m  older 
civilized  countries.  Their  circumstances 
have  in  every  respect  been  vastly  im- 
proved under  the  beneficent  system  or- 
ganized for  their  care  and  advantage  by 
the  Government,  and  in  some  districts 
their  numbers  are  steadily  increasing. 

The  interior  Indians,  who  in  early 
days  lived  or  more  correctly,  starved 
during  the  winter  in  filthy  anderground 
dwellings,  wearing  the  .scai.tiest  cloth- 
ing, and  often  having  little  e!se  besides 
frozim  cactus  and  inferior  species  of  fish 
for  their  sustenance,  are  now  owners  of 
large  herds  of  horses  and  cattle,  culti- 
vate extensive  fields  and  live  in  the 
style  of  the  prosperous  and  civilized 
white  man. 

The  Indians  did  not  quietly  acquiesce 
in  the  appropriation  of  their  unoccupied 
lands  by  the  Government  and  at  first 
showed  ill-will  on  the  slightest  provo- 
cation. Such  as  lived  near  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company's  trading  posts  had 
by  frequent  intercourse  with  the  traders 
learned  to  regard  the  whites  as  their 
superiors  in  every  way  and  their  best 
friends,  but  in  the  (jutlying  districts  con- 
siderable friction  at  times  prevailed  be- 
tween them  and  the  incoming  settlers. 
In  the  winter  of  i<S52-3  two  young  In- 
dians, a  Cowichan  and  a  Nanaimo, 
wantonly  shot  and  killed  a  Scotch  shep- 
herd, Peter  Brown,  at  Lake  Hill.  They 
were  captured  with  the  assistance  of  a 
detachment  of  marines  and  blue  jackets 
from  H.M.S.  Thetis  and  were  hanged 
on  the  south  point  of  Protection  Island 
opposite  to  the  |)resent  town  of  Nanai- 
mo. Much  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  arresting  the  young  Nanaimo  Indian, 
but  iie  was  hounded  out  of  the  Nanaimo 
village  by  constant  raids  being  made 
tliereon  by  his  pursuers  and  took  to  the 
woods.  A  few  inches  of  snow  had  fal- 
len and  his  footprints  being  traced  to 
wlure  he  had  desceiuled  to  Chase 
River  to  allay  his  thirst  at  the  stream, 
his  trail  was  followeil  to  a  heai)  of 
driftwood  which  crossed  the  bed  of  the 
little  river.  Here  the  scout  Basil  Bot- 
tineau, who  was  on  the  Indian's  track, 
foimd  himself  at  fault,  and  as  it  was  af- 
ter sunset  and  getting  dark  would 
have  abandoned  the  search  had  not  the 
Indian,  who  was  in  hiding  under  the 
driftwood,  snapped  his  revolver  at  him. 
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The  cap  and  gunpowder  in  the  charge 
were  damp  and  neither  exploded.  The 
scout  fdllnwed  the  direction  of  the 
sound,  but  ni  tlie  gloaming  could  not 
distinguish  the  object  of  his  search.  In 
the  meantime  the  latter  tried  a  second 
shot,  when  the  cap  only  exploded,  the 
flash  thereof  indicating  his  hiding  place. 
The  Indian  was  discovered,  knocked 
clown  and  handcufled  in  an  instant,  and 
the  next  morning  he  and  the  young  Co- 
wichan  Squeis,  who  had  been  arrested 
at  Cowichan  by  the  party  on  their  way 
up  to  Nanainio,  were  tried  for  murder 
on  the  quarter-deck  of  the  steamer 
Beaver,  found  guilty  and  executed, 
these  events  happening  between  the 
hours  of  10  a.m.  and  3  p.m.  on  a  frost}' 
day  in  January,  1853. 

In  1856  a  white  settler  in  the  Cowich- 
an Valley  was  shot  by  the  Somenos 
chief.  An  armed  party  from  H.M.S. 
"Monarch"  and  "Trincomalee"  was 
sent  in  the  latter  vessel,  towed  by  the 
steamer  "Otter,"  to  investigate  the  mat- 
ter. The  party  numbered  about  500 
blue  jackets  and  marines,  fully  equipped 
with  small  arms  and  two  12-poundcr 
brass  field  pieces.  The  force  landed  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Cowichan  River,  near 
the  Comiakan  village,  on  a  Sunday 
afternoon  and  encamped  there.  During 
the  night  a  friendly  scout  passed  the 
sentries  and  reaching  the  tent  occupied 
by  the  Governor's  staff  communicated 
to  Governor  Douglas  some  important 
information,  which  determined  his 
course  of  action.  The  next  day  the 
forces  moved  to  the  plain  beyond 
Quamichan.  After  passing  through  the 
Quamichan  village  about  one  tliousand 
Indians  came  forward  to  meet  them  ac- 
cording to  their  mode  of  warfare,  naked 
and  painted,  armed  with  smooth-bore 
guns,  bows  and  arrows  and  spears,  and 
taking  advantage  of  each  tree  for  cover 
as  thev  advanced  firing  their  guns.  For- 
tunatelv  tlicir  aim  was  higli,  and  the 
whooping  and  veiling  did  no  execu- 
tion. The  naval  forces  were  ranged  in 
several  detaclinients  over  the  iilain  with 
artillcrv  in  position  ready  for  ervico. 
^s  soon  as  the  Somenos  chief  v  -  recog- 
nised a  detachment  of  marines  were 
so  manoeuvered  as  to  surround  him 
•witli      his       body-guard      of       S(>veral 


other  Indians.  The  chief's  gun 
had  been  discharged  and  he  had  no 
time  to  reload,  but  he  cut  a  sergeant  of 
marines  badly  with  his  dagger  knife  and 
wounded  two  of  the  officers  before  he 
was  finally  captured.  As  soon  as  it  was 
known  that  he  was  taken  his  followers 
disappeared  like  magic  and  the  day  was 
won.  The  scene  whilst  it  lasted  was  ex- 
tremely picturesque.  The  chief  was 
caught  a  little  before  noon,  when 
the  forces  were  piped  to  dinner. 
At  I  p.m.  his  trial  began.  He 
was  convicted  at  2  p.m.  and  sen- 
tenced to  be  hanged.  The  execu- 
tion took  place  at  3  p.m.,  the 
was  hanged  to  the  bough  of  an  oak  tree 
in  his  war-paint  and  feathers,  and  met 
his  death  with  stoical  indifference.  He 
was  an  active,  well-proportioned,  mus- 
cular young  man  and  had  only  lately 
assumed  the  duties  and  responsibilities 
of  chief  of  his  band.  When  a  boy  he  had 
been  betrothed,  according  to  Indian  cus- 
tom, to  a  Comiakan  girl.  When  he 
succeeded  his  father  as  cliief  he  claimed 
his  promised  bride,  who  was  now  a 
young  woman.  She,  though  not  fair, 
was  false,  and  had  listened  to  the  wiles 
of  the  white  settler.  The  chief  then 
acted  according  to  his  lights  and  --e- 
venged  himself  on  his  rival,  but  in  do- 
ing so  he  outraged  the  law  of  the  white 
man  and  lost  his  life  in  consequence. 
In  1858,  during  the  rush  to  tlie  Fraser 
gold  diggings,  many  encounters  occur- 
red between  the  miners  and  Indians 
and  a  number  of  lives  were  lost  on  both 
sides.  In  time,  however,  matters  quiet- 
ed down,  the  laws  were  extended 
through  the  settlements,  the  Indians 
soon  learned  to  appreciate  the  advant- 
ages of  law  and  order,  and  excepting 
when  occasionally  under  the  influence 
of  intoxicants  they  arc  remarkably  well 
behaved. 

The  following  list  shows  the  approxi- 
mate number  of  the  different  races  in 
this  Province  : 

TIaidah   625 

Tinneh    7,000 

Salish    TO,735 

Kuakxohl    5.231 

Total 23,691 


